
CITY OF NOTTINGHAM AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE ECONOMIC PROSPERITY 
COMMITTEE – 29 SEPTEMBER 2020 

  

Subject: Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Economic Recovery Plans 

Presenting authority 
/ representative: 

Nottingham City Council 
Chris Henning, Corporate Director, Development & Growth  

Report author and 
contact details: 

Peter Davies-Bright, Economic Programmes Manager 
peter.davies-bright@nottinghamcity.gov.uk 

Key Decision Yes No Subject to call-in      Yes           No 

Value of decision: £0 Revenue  Capital 

Authorities affected: All Date of consultation with relevant authorities: 17/9/2020 – 
Nottinghamshire County Council  

Summary of issues (including benefits to citizens/constituent authorities): 
 
In response to the economic shock resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, Nottinghamshire County 
Council has published and approved (15 September 2020) an Economic Recovery Action Plan and 
Nottingham City Council is working with partners to develop an Economic Renewal Plan for the city. 
 

Exempt information:  None 

Recommendation(s): 

 
To note the development of (a) the Nottinghamshire COVID-19 crisis Economic Recovery Action Plan 
and (b) the Nottingham Economic Renewal Plan. 
 

 
1 Reasons for recommendations  
 
1.1 To keep the EPC informed collectively on local economic recovery planning. 

 
2 Background (including outcomes of consultation) 

 
2.1 In March 2020 the UK went into lockdown in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

speed and scale of the economic shock was unprecedented, and local authorities acted 
quickly to mitigate the economic impact through a series of local responses, as well as by 
locally administering national business support schemes.  
 

2.2 The Government’s immediate response – business support grants, business rates relief, the 
coronavirus job retention, etc – provided a lifeline to businesses and households in the 
immediate period. At the same time, it was recognised that there would be longer term 
economic reverberations as a consequence of the lockdown, especially when the 
Government’s began to wind down its support mechanisms.  

 
2.3 It is broadly thought that the economy would recover relatively quickly, but the speed and 

scale of the recovery is as yet uncertain.  
 

2.4 Economic output (gross value added) in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire fell by around a 
third between April and June, and whilst it has recovered with the gradual reopening of the 
economy, overall economic output in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire is still expected to fall 
by 7% over the course of 2020, before picking up over 2021-22. The impact has been 
uneven, with some sectors of the economy – such as retail, hospitality and manufacturing – 
particularly badly affected. 
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2.5 Consequently, we have seen unemployment nearly double in the past six months, from under 
25,000 in February 2020 to an estimated 47,500 by August, with nearly a 100,000 further 
jobs (33,000 in Nottingham City, 66,000 in Nottinghamshire) identified as being at high risk. 

 
2.6 Against this backdrop, the City, County and District Councils have been proactive in planning 

for economic recovery over the medium and longer term, as well as supporting businesses 
and people in the immediate short term. 

 
2.7 The Nottinghamshire County Council has published its COVID-19 crisis Economic Recovery 

Action Plan 2020-2022. This plan (click here) was formally approved on 15 September 2020. 
 

2.8 Nottingham City Council has drafted a Nottingham Economic Renewal Plan. The 
development of this plan has been overseen by the Nottingham Growth Board – a 
partnership of some of Nottingham’s key businesses, educational institutions and public 
sector organisations – working alongside One Nottingham (the City’s Strategic Partnership). 
The plan should be finalised by October 2020. 

 
2.9 In addition, the Nottinghamshire Local Resilience Forum established an Economic Cell which 

has been meeting weekly since June 2020. The nine Nottinghamshire local authorities 
(County, City and Districts) are working collectively on an Economic Recovery Action Plan for 
the area which will be published in due course. 
 

3 Other options considered in making recommendations 
 
3.1 To note update the EPC on economic recovery planning. 

 
4 Financial implications (including value for money/vat) 
  
4.1   None 
 
5 Legal and procurement colleague comments (including risk management issues, and 

legal, crime and disorder act and procurement implications) 
  

5.1   None 
 
6 Social value considerations 

 
6.1   None 

 
7 Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) 

 
7.1 An EIA is not required because the report does not contain any changes to policy. 

 
8 List of background papers relied upon in writing this report (not including published 

documents or confidential or exempt information) 
 
8.1  None 
       
9 Published documents referred to in this report 

 
9.1 Nottinghamshire COVID-19 crisis Economic Recovery Action Plan 2020 -2022 (click here) 
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