Briefing note - Nottingham Business Improvement District (BID) Renewal
1. Background
1.1
On 9 March 2020 Full Council resolved to delegate authority to the Corporate
Director of Development and Growth, in consultation with the Portfolio
Holder for Finance, Growth and the City Centre, the ability to receive and
consider BID renewal proposals; to authorise entering into an Operating
Agreement with the BID Company and nominating the Portfolio Holder to hold
the proxy vote on behalf of the Council.
(1) authorise the Corporate Director of Development and Growth, in
consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Finance, Growth and the City Centre,
to:
i. receive the renewal proposals from Nottingham BID Company on behalf
of the City Council;
ii. consider the renewal proposals ensuing that they do not conflict with
Council policy;
iii. approve the Nottingham BID Business Plan; and
iv. enter into an Operating Agreement under which the Council will collect
the levies due on behalf of the Nottingham BID
(2) nominate the Portfolio Holder for Finance, Growth and the City Centre to
hold the proxy vote on behalf of the Council as an eligible levy payer in the BID
ballot.

2. Assessment of BID proposals
2.1 The Council has had regard to both the legislation and to the Department for
Communities and Local Government BID Technical Guide for Local Authorities
dated March 2015. Within this guidance it sets out detail on local authority role
on receipt of BID proposals. It states that:
(i) In relation to Regulation 12 - The local authority should satisfy itself that the
BID proposal does not conflict with any existing local authority policy nor
propose a disproportionate burden on particular businesses by way of an
unfair levy charge on a certain ‘class’ of levy payers, for example by an
inappropriate manipulation of the BID boundary.
(ii) In relation to Regulation 4 - The local authority should be satisfied that the
submission from the BID proposer includes a copy of the BID proposal;
details of the consultation undertaken; details of the finances and financial
management of the BID (all of which are likely to be contained in the single
Business Plan document that businesses will vote on); and a demonstration
that finances are available to cover the cost of the ballot in the event that it
fails and the number of persons voting in favour was less than 20% of the
number of persons entitled to vote.
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(iii) In relation to Regulation 5 - The local authority must be notified that the BID
proposer wishes to put proposals for a BID to a ballot, and the BID proposer
needs to ask the billing authority (the local authority) to instruct the local
authority’s returning officer (the ballot holder) to hold a ballot.
2.2

The BID Proposals were assessed against the Regulation requirements and
the Council was satisfied that:

(i)

There was no conflict with Council policies. Nottingham City Council main
adopted policy can be located in the Council Plan 2019-2023 under the
following themes, in that Nottingham aims to be:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)
(vii)
(viii)

The UK’s most liveable city - clean, green, great to live, work and enjoy
Improved retail offer
Family appeal, with range of appeal – history, local Nottingham, rebels,
creative
Low cost community and cultural events
Better quality events – more for everyone
Cut crime and anti-social behaviour
Cleanest big city
Net zero carbon by 2028 – first in UK

(ii)

The Council is satisfied that the BID Proposals do not conflict with any existing
Council Policy nor do they propose a disproportionate burden on particular
businesses by way of an unfair levy charge on a certain ‘class’ of levy payers.
Furthermore, the Council was also satisfied that the appropriate documents and
information, details of the finances and financial management of the BID (all of
which contained in the Business Plan document that businesses will vote on)
were satisfactory. Financial information submitted demonstrated that the BID
would be able to cover the cost of the ballot in the event that it fails and the
number of persons voting in favour was less than 20% of the number of persons
entitled to vote.

(iii)

Nottingham BID Company submitted a request in writing asking that the
proposals be put to a BID ballot and the appropriate Notice was submitted. The
Billing Authority therefore instructed the Ballot Holder (the Authority’s Returning
Officer) to hold a ballot.

(iv)

The ballot period was over 4 weeks from Friday 18 September to Thursday 15
October 2020

3.

Operating Agreement

3.1.

The Council is required to manage the collection and enforcement of the BID
levy charges. The Nottingham BID Company and the Council will enter into a
levy collection agreement which is known as an Operating Agreement. Given
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that there was a favourable vote to establish the BID for a further 5 years the
draft Operating Agreement will be executed prior to the commencement of the
BIDs next term. A copy of the draft agreement between the parties was
included within the BID Proposals and can be viewed as part of the documents
supporting the recording of this decision.
3.2

4.

The Council is permitted to charge a reasonable fee for its BID levy management
services. An annual charge of £27,500 per annum which works out at
approximately £36 per hereditament has been agreed with the Nottingham BID
Company. The Year 1 fee of £27,500 will be reduced to allow for Year 1 only
running for 9 months from April to December 2021, Most of this annual cost is
incurred in the first 3 months therefore 80% of the Year 1 charge will be applied
(£22,000). In subsequent years the £27,500 annual charge will increase by 3%
per annum to account for inflation.

Council Proxy Vote

4.1. The Council falls within the class of non-domestic rate payer liable for the BID
levy described within the BID proposals by way of its rating liability for properties
it owns and occupies within the BID area and, as such, has a duty of entitlement
to vote. The ballot packs were received on 18 September 2020, a total number
of 24 packs were completed and returned by the Portfolio Holder who exercised
a proxy vote on behalf of the Local Authority in accordance with the Council
resolution.
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Recommendations

It is recommended that:
5.1

the content of the BID proposals and related documents were assessed
against the appropriate Regulations as satisfactory. Copies of all relevant
documents can be viewed as required.

5.2

the Ballot Holder (the Council’s Returning Officer) instructed Civiva Electoral
Services to undertake a BID Ballot in accordance with the Regulations and this
was undertaken during the dates of Friday 18 September to Thursday 15
October 2020.

5.3

an Operating Agreement under which the Council will collect levies due on
behalf of the Nottingham BID will be progressed and completed and that the
Corporate Director for Development and Growth be delegated authority to
execute the agreement on behalf of the City Council.
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5.4

the exercise of the proxy vote was completed by the Portfolio Holder for
Finance, Growth and the City Centre in accordance with the delegation
authorised by Full Council.

6.

Relevant Published Documents
Local Government Act 2003 – Part 4 – Business Improvement Districts
Business Improvement District Regulations 2004
Department for Local Government and Communities BID Technical Guide for Local Authorities
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Street List - data extract
Adams Walk
Albert Street
Albion Street
Angel Alley
Angel Row
Bank Place
Barker Gate
Beastmarket Hill
Beck Street
Bellar Gate
Belward Street
Bilbie Walk
Bluecoat Close
Bluecoat Street
Bolero Square
Bottle Lane
Brewhouse Yard
Bridlesmith Gate
Bridlesmith Walk
Brightmoor Street
Broad Marsh Centre
Broad Street
Broadway
Bromley Place
Burton Street
Byard Lane
Cairns Street
Canal Street
Canning Circus
Cannon Court
Carlton Street
Carrington Street
Carter Gate
Castle Boulevard
Castle Gate
Castle Grove
Castle Place
Castle Road
Castle Wharf
Chapel Bar
Chardlace Walk
Chaucer Street
Cheapside
City Link
Clare Street
Clarendon Street
Cliff Road
Clinton Street East
Clinton Street West

Clumber Street
College Street
Collin Street
Commerce Square
Convent Street
Cottage Terrace
Cranbrook Street
Cumberland Place
Dean Street
Derby Road
Derby Street
Dukes Place
East Circus Street
East Street
Eldon Chambers
Evelyn Street
Exchange Arcade
Exchange Walk
Fisher Gate
Fletcher Gate
Flying Horse Walk
Forman Street
Friar Lane
Garners Hill
George Street
Glasshouse Street
Goldsmith Street
Goose Gate
Greyfriar Gate
Greyhound Street
Halifax Place
Hanley Street
Harnett Close
Heathcoat Street
High Cross Street
High Pavement
High Street
Hockley
Hollow Stone
Hounds Gate
Howard Street
Huntingdon Street
Hurts Yard
Isabella Street
Kayes Walk
Kent Street
King Charles Street
King Edward Street
King Street
Kings Place

Kings Walk
Kippis Street
Lace Market Square
Lace Way
Lennox Street
Lenton Road
Lincoln Street
Lister Gate
London Road
Long Row
Low Pavement
Lower Parliament Street
Maid Marian Way
Maiden Lane
Major Street
Malin Hill
Mansfield Road
Manvers Street
Market Street
Masonic Place
Maypole Yard
Melville Street
Middle Hill
Middle Pavement
Milton Street
Mount Street
Newcastle Chambers
Newcastle Street
Newcastle Terrace
Norfolk Place
North Church Street
North Circus Street
North Sherwood Street
Ogle Drive
Old Lenton Street
Old Market Square
Old Street
Oxford Street
Park Row
Park Terrace
Park Valley
Parliament Terrace
Peachey Street
Peck Lane
Pelham Street
Pemberton Street
Pepper Street
Perth Street
Peveril Drive
Pilcher Gate

Plumptre Place
Plumptre Square
Plumptre Street
Popham street
Poplar Street
Postern Street
Poultry
Poultry Arcade
Poynton Street
Queen Street
Queens Road
Regent Street
Rick Street
Ristes Place
Royal Standard Place
Russell Place
Rutland Street
Sampsons Yard
Shakespeare Street
Short Hill
Short Stairs
Shortwood Close
Smithy Row
Sneinton Hermitage
South Parade
South Sherwood Street
Spaniel Row
St Anns Street
St James's Street
St James's Terrace
St Marys Gate
St Marys Place
St Nicholas Street
St Peters Church Walk
St Peters Gate
St Peters Square
Standard Hill
Stanford Street
Stanley Place
Station Street
Stoney Street
Sussex Street
Talbot Street
The Great Northern Close
The Ropewalk
Theatre Square
Thurland Street
Tokenhouse Yard
Tollhouse Hill
Trent Street

Trinity Row
Trinity Square
Trinity Walk
Trivett Square
Truswell Yard
Tunnel Road
Union Road
Upper College Street
Upper Parliament Street
Vernon Street
Victoria Centre
Victoria Street
Warser Gate
Waterfront Plaza
Weekday Cross
Wellington Circus
Wellington Street
West End Arcade
Western Street
Wheeler Gate
Wilford Street
Wing Walk
Wollaton Street
Woodborough Road
Woolpack Lane
York Street
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Equality Impact Assessment Form
screentip-sectionA

1. Document Control
Control Details:
Title:

Business Improvement District (BID) Renewal Proposals

Author:

Elizabeth Cooper

Director:

Chris Henning

Department:
Service Area:
Contact details:
Strategic Budget EIA: Y/N
(Does this EIA have an impact on the budget)
Exempt from publication: Y/N
(All EIA’s are published on Nottingham Insight for
public viewing unless specified. Exemption criteria
is available on the EIA section on the Intranet)

Development
Economic Development
Elizabeth.cooper@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
No
No

2. Document Amendment Record:
Version
1

Author
Elizabeth Cooper

Date
18/12/2020
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Elizabeth Cooper

18/01/2021

4

Elizabeth Cooper

09/03/2021

Approved

3. Contributors/Reviewers (Anyone who has contributed to this document will need to be named):
Name
Rosey Donovan
Theresa Pollard

Position
Equality and Employability Consultant
Trainee Solicitor and Principal Information
Officer

Date
15/01/2021
21/01/2021 and 09/03/2021
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4. Glossary of Terms
Term

Description

screentip- sectionB

5. Summary
(Please provide a brief description of proposal / policy / service being assessed)
screentip- sectionC

6. Information used to analyse the effects on equality:
(Please include information about how you have consulted/ have data from the impacted groups)

The Nottingham Business Improvement District (BID) is a legal company which is established by a ballot of businesses
within a defined boundary of the city centre. Its aim is to provide services and support for businesses over and above
that provided by the local authority. As part of the renewal process for the BID to serve a third 5 year term commencing
in 2021, a business plan and proposals are voted on by the businesses. A copy of the BID Business Plan can be found
at https://www.nottinghambid.com/ballot-2021/ . As it is the BID that produces the proposals and ultimately the
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businesses who vote to approve them, it is the responsibility of the BID to assess the equality impact of the content of
the proposals.
However, the BID regulations still require the proposals to be submitted to the City Council, but only for consideration to
confirm legal compliance and to ensure they are not likely to conflict with any formally adopted City Council policy. The
scope of the relevant Council decision and therefore this EIA is to consider any potential impact on equality on the role of
the Council in the process, rather than assessing the impact of receiving the BID proposals which will be put to vote.
The Council has recorded in the relevant decision that it is satisfied the proposals are compliant, and consistent with Council
policies and there is no conflict. As any adopted Council policy would have already been assessed by the Council for any
equality impact, it is it is inherent that the Council’s duties to consider equality with regards to its involvement and role in
the BID Business Plan and proposals will already be met. Moreover, broadly considering the range of persons and
groups likely to be affected by this decision regarding the operations of the BID, no factors indicate anything adverse by way
of impact, and if anything, they benefit equality.
In summary, therefore, any impact on equality within the proposals is not a negative one, nor one which conflicts with any existing
Council policy.

7. Impacts and Actions:
screentip-sectionD

Could particularly benefit
X

May adversely impact
X

People from different ethnic groups.
Men
Women
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Trans
Disabled people or carers.
Pregnancy/ Maternity
People of different faiths/ beliefs and those with none.
Lesbian, gay or bisexual people.
Older
Younger
Other (e.g. marriage/ civil partnership, looked after
children, cohesion/ good relations, vulnerable children/
adults).
Please underline the group(s) /issue more
adversely affected or which benefits.

How different groups
could be affected
(Summary of impacts)

screentip-sectionE

screentip-sectionF
Details of actions to mitigate, remove or justify
negative impact or increase positive impact
(or why action isn’t possible)

Provide details for impacts / benefits on people in different
protected groups.

Continue on separate sheet if needed (click and type to delete
this note)
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Note: the level of detail should be proportionate to the
potential impact of the proposal / policy / service. Continue
on separate sheet if needed (click and type to delete this
note)

In line with statutory BID Regulations, it is the responsibility
of the BID to assess the equality impact of the renewal
proposals.
The aim of the BID is to support city centre businesses,
providing additional services on top of what is provided by
NCC, in the areas of promotion, events, cleansing and
community safety.

The activities of the BID are controlled by the BID Board of
Directors, which is made up of businesses who are BID
members. NCC is currently an observer on the BID Board.
All proposed activities will be considered by the BID Board in
terms of how positively they will affect the city centre and the
experience of businesses, residents and visitors, from all
sectors.

This will have a positive impact on all sectors, in terms of
people working within city centre businesses as well as
residents and visitors to the city centre

8. Arrangements for future monitoring of equality impact of this proposal / policy / service:
The responsibility for monitoring equality impact rests with the BID Company. The BID regularly monitors
its campaigns and services, and conducts evaluations and customer satisfaction surveys. This will
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ensure that its activities and services are meeting the needs of users from different groups, and activities
will be am ended as appropriate.

9. Outcome(s) of equality impact assessment:
No major change needed
Adverse impact but continue

Adjust the policy/proposal
Stop and remove the policy/proposal

10. Approved by (manager signature) and Date sent to equality team for publishing:
Approving Manager:
The assessment must be approved by the manager
responsible for the service/proposal. Include a contact
tel & email to allow citizen/stakeholder feedback on
proposals.

Date sent for advice:
Send document or Link to:
equalities@nottingham city.gov.uk
9 t h March 2021

Robert Dixon
HEAD OF BUSINESS GROWTH & INTERNATIONAL
STRATEGY
Robert.dixon@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
07714480920
Date of final approval:
9 t h March 2021
Approving Manager Signature:
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Before you send your EIA to the Equality and Employability Team for advice, have you:

1. Read the guidance and good practice EIA’s
http://intranet.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/media/1924/simple-guide-to-eia.doc
2. Clearly summarised your proposal/ policy/ service to be assessed.
3. Hyperlinked to the appropriate documents.
4. Written in clear user-friendly language, free from all jargon (spelling out acronyms).
5. Included appropriate data.
6. Consulted the relevant groups or citizens or stated clearly, when this is going to happen.
7. Clearly cross-referenced your impacts with SMART actions.

PLEASE NOTE: FINAL VERSION MUST BE SENT TO EQUALITIES OTHERWISE RECORDS WILL REMAIN INCOMPLETE.
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