
Nottingham City Council Delegated Decision

Reference Number: 4439
Author: Nancy Cordy
Department: People
Contact: Nancy Cordy

 (Job Title: Commissioning Manager, Email: nancy.cordy@nottinghamcity.gov.uk, Phone: 0115 876 4105)

Subject: Funding of prescription medicines associated with public health commissioned services 

Total Value: £581,870 (Type: Revenue) 

Decision Being Taken: To approve spend of up to £581,870 (£243,870 for Q3/Q4 2020/21 and up to £338,000 for 2021/22) from the annual Public Health grant to
reimburse Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) for prescribing costs related to local authority
commissioned public health services (specifically smoking cessation, sexual health, substance misuse treatment). 

Reasons for the Decision(s) Under the Health and Social Care Act 2010 the local authority has a responsibility to commission public health services, in line with the
health and wellbeing needs of the local population. This includes; substance misuse treatment services, smoking cessation support and
sexual health services. Each of these services include the prescription of medications to service users. Whilst the responsibility and
funding for these services lies with Nottingham City Council, the costs associated with prescribing are borne by Nottingham and
Nottinghamshire CCG. As such, it is necessary to reimburse the Nottingham and Nottinghamshire CCG for the costs. Costs relate to
costs of the prescription drugs themselves. The total amount reimbursed per annum directly relates to the actual costs of eligible items
that are prescribed. 

Other Options Considered: 1) Do nothing - this option has been rejected as the prescribing of these medicines are fundamental part of the delivery of public health
commissioned (statutory) services, without which providers would not be able to deliver a service to the local population and the local
authority would not be able to fulfil it's public health responsibilities.2) Consideration of alternative models - since 1st April 2021 the
prescribing costs associated with smoking cessation services (i.e nicotine replacement) have been included with the contract value and
specification for the commissioned service provider. It is therefore the responsibility of the service provider to arrange for the provision
and funding of the required prescription medicines. The benefits (including cost benefits) of this model will be considered as part of
upcoming commissioning reviews for sexual health and substance misuse services and will be included within specifications for these
services if appropriate. 
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Background Papers: None 

Published Works: None 

Affected Wards: Citywide 

Colleague / Councillor
Interests: 

None 

Consultations: Date: 04/11/2021 

Other:Chris Common, Carbon Neutral Policy Manager 
Advised that a Carbon Impact Assessment is not required for this decision. 

Those not consulted are not directly affected by the decision. 

Crime and Disorder
Implications: 

Prescription charges include those arising from drugs and alcohol treatment services. Effective drug and alcohol treatment services are
an integral part of crime and disorder management. 

Equality: EIA not required. Reasons: There are no new services or direct changes from the decision to reimburse the CCG for these costs. 

Social Value
Considerations: 

N/A 

Regard for NHS
Constitution: 

Local authorities have a statutory duty to have regard to the NHS Constitution when exercising their public health functions under the
NHS Act 2006. In making this decision relating to public health functions, we have properly considered the NHS Constitution where
applicable and have taken into account how it can be applied in order to commission services to improve the health of the local
community. 

Decision Type: Portfolio Holder 

Subject to Call In: Yes 

Call In Expiry date: 23/11/2021 

Advice Sought: Legal, Finance, Procurement 
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Legal Advice: The proposals in this report seek to approve the transfer of public health grant funding to the Nottingham and Nottinghamshire CCG
(CCG) for the costs associated with prescription medicines. 

 
The Council has a statutory responsibility under the Health and Social Care Act 2010 to commission public health services, which it
does.  Given the nature of the services, a number of medications to service users are prescribed, the upfront cost for which is borne by
the CCG.  It is appropriate therefore for the CCG to be reimbursed for these costs from the public health grant. 

 
The Council and the CCG will need to enter into a s.75 Agreement (under the NHS Act 2006)to capture this partnership arrangement and
reflect the terms of the funding being provided.  The co-operation between the two organisations is permitted within the Public
Contracts Regulations 2015. 

 
It is understood that alternative options for ensuring these costs are reimbursed will be considered as part of the review of the services. 
This may allow for a more streamlined and efficient process with less of an administrative and financial burden upon the Council and so
appropriate assessment should be made as appropriate.  Advice provided by Dionne Claire Screaton (Solicitor) on 25/10/2021. 

Finance Advice: As outlined in the brief the purpose of this decision is to approve reimbursement of up to £581,870 to Nottingham and Nottinghamshire
Clinical Commissioning group (CCG) for prescribing costs related to local authority commissioned services. 

 
The funding of the commissioned services are the responsibility of Nottingham City Council, and as such the funding related to these
services is included in the Public Health budgets. However, the prescribing costs for these services are borne by the CCG. This
therefore requires the reimbursement as outlined in the brief.  

As mentioned this reimbursement is fully funded through Public Health grant budgets. 
 Advice provided by Graeme Black (Commercial Business Partner) on 01/11/2021. 

Procurement Advice: This decision relates to expenditure from Public Health grant to reimburse Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG) for prescribing costs related to public health services commissioned by the Council. Under the Health and Social Care Act
2010 the authority has a responsibility to commission public health services, and the prescribing of medicines is a fundamental part of
this delivery. The funding to the CCG is under partnership arrangements between the Council and the CCG as an NHS body for the
purpose of jointly commissioning and is therefore permitted under the UK Public Contracts Regulations. An appropriate agreement
should be in place with the CCG in relation to the funding and the Council's requirements.  Advice provided by Jo Pettifor (Procurement
Team Manager) on 25/10/2021. 

Signatures Adele Williams (Portfolio Holder for Adults and Health) 

SIGNED and Dated: 12/11/2021 
Lucy Hubber (DPH) 

SIGNED and Dated: 05/11/2021 
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