
Nottingham City Council Delegated Decision

Reference Number: 4445
Author: Aidan Jackson
Department: Growth and City Development
Contact: Aidan Jackson

 (Job Title: Bidding and Funding unit Manager, Email: aidan.jackson@nottinghamcity.gov.uk, Phone: 01158763150)

Subject: Acceptance of capacity building funding for the Levelling up Fund 

Total Value: £125,000 (Type: Revenue) 

Decision Being Taken: 1. To retrospectively approve the acceptance of the £125,000 capacity building funding from The Department for Levelling Up, Housing
and Communities (DLUHC) to support development of future Levelling Up Fund bid applications for the Nottingham City
area. 2. To delegate responsibility to the Corporate Director of Growth and City Development to spend the capacity building
money on developing future Levelling Up Fund bids, including expenditure on current staff and any consultants and professional
advisors (where expertise is not found in the Council) as needed, subject to compliance with the Council's Contract Procedure
Rules.    

Reasons for the Decision(s) Announced at the Spending review the Levelling Up Fund is a national initiative, investing in infrastructure that improves everyday life
across the UK. The £4.8billion national fund will support town centre and high street regeneration, local transport projects, and cultural
and heritage assets.The Levelling Up Fund identified Nottingham as a "Category 1" area. This category is for Local Authority areas that
are more disadvantaged compared to others based on indices of deprivation. All Lead authorities in this category are given £125,000
capacity funding to enable them to build high quality bids for future rounds of the Levelling Up Fund expected from March
2022. In June 2021 the Council submitted three Levelling Up Fund bids in round one, for two of the city parliamentary
constituency areas, and a city wide transport scheme. The capacity funding will support development of a bid for round two
focussing on the North Nottingham Constituency area, and refining any round one unsuccessful bids for resubmission. 
 The original guidance, from the DLUHC, was that the capacity funding would be released to Lead Authorities once Levelling Up
Fund round two was announced. The DLUHC have released the capacity funding to Lead Authorities in advance of this
announcement to enable adequate preparation for round two submissions.   The capacity funding arrived on 8 September
2021, hence the need for this application for retrospective approval. 
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Other Options Considered: To return the funding to DLUHC and support the development of future bids at cost to the Council was rejected because:- Nottingham
would lose the opportunity to secure £125,000 to develop high quality bids for round two of the Levelling Up Fund - Nottingham
City Council would fail to demonstrate its commitment to the government's Levelling Up agenda putting at risk the Council's ability to
secure larger funds in the future  

Background Papers: None 

Published Works: None 

Affected Wards: Citywide 

Colleague / Councillor
Interests: 

None 

Use of Consultants Number of Days:1 

Rate per Day:1 
Total value:1 
Start date:04/10/2021 
End date:31/03/2022 

Reason for using a
consultant: 

The bid parameters for future rounds of the Levelling Up Fund are yet to be defined, it is possible, therefore, in order to develop high
quality future applications, that the Council will need to secure external expertise using specialist consultants and professional
advisors, possessing skills not currently within the Council workforce. An example of the support needed might include specialist urban
design and master planning, or UK subsidy control experts. Such will be recruited subject to the procurement regulations, with the
Council normally expecting such to be drawn from compliant frameworks Until the bid parameters for future rounds are defined,
it is not possible to enumerate the number of consultant days needed, rates per day, total costs or names of consultants  

Other options considered: Use council staff rather than appoint consultants. As the bid parameters for future rounds are yet to be confirmed, it is possible that the
Council will need to secure external expertise using specialist consultants, possessing skills not currently within the council workforce 

Name of consultant: Not Known 

Reason for selection? If consultants are appointed this would only be because the specialist skills were not present in the Council workforce 

Has the consultant
previously completed work
for the City Council? 

Not known as consultants are not identified 

Specific activities to be
undertaken by the
consultant are: 

Not known as the remit is not identified 

Period of engagement: Not known 
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By what process was the
consultant selected? 

Consultants and professional advisors will be selected in line with the Council procurement regulations. Where the regulations require
such the selection will be through the use of compliant frameworks, using call off as per the framework rules.  

Consultations: Those not consulted are not directly affected by the decision. Consultation cannot be carried out until which areas are known for
consultation and the requirements of the tender 

Crime and Disorder
Implications: 

The primary aim of the Levelling Up Fund is to improve the lives of residents through physical regeneration, improving infrastructure for
the betterment of all. Improvements in physical regeneration are proven to make a difference in reducing crime and disorder.  

Equality: EIA not required. Reasons: This request is to accept funding for the development of future bids that will benefit all protected groups in
the City.  

Social Value
Considerations: 

Services to be procured are not known at present, however officers will ensure services  are procured that will be in line with the
Council and UK regulations. 

Relates to staffing: Yes 

Decision Type: Portfolio Holder 

Subject to Call In: Yes 

Call In Expiry date: 26/11/2021 

Advice Sought: Legal, Finance, Procurement, Human Resources 

Legal Advice: This decision seeks authority to accept money from the Levelling Up Fund from MHCLG to support the preparation and development of
future bids.  Nottingham City has been identified as one of 100 most disadvantaged areas in the Country and is therefore eligible to
receive the funding  

 
The Council must ensure it complies with any terms and conditions specified by MHCLG in the grant funding to prevent any risk of
clawback.   

 
It is understood that the funding will be used on internal resource or additional expertise, which should it be required, will need to be
procured in accordance with the Council's Contract Procedure Rules to ensure compliance with the Constitutional requirements. 

 Advice provided by Dionne Claire Screaton (Solicitor) on 13/10/2021. 
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Finance Advice: This decision is to approve the receipt of £125k to be spent by Nottingham City Council to enable resources to be aligned to support
high quality bids for the Levelling Up Fund. This funding is eligible for internal resources but as yet, bidding is in the early stages and it
is unclear whether specialist help may need to be brought in externally and what proportion of this fund will be required. Procurement
colleagues will be supporting any external spend on consultant fees if required.  Spend allocated for internal resources will require
strict monitoring so as not to put any pressure on existing funds and avoid double counting, creating a negative impact on the MTFP. 

 
This funding has been allocated to Nottingham City as it has been identified to be disadvantaged based on indices of deprivation
compared to other cities. Whilst NCC were aware they would be allocated this additional funding, it was assumed this would be at a later
date during the round 2 bidding process. It has unexpectedly been receipted to NCC's bank account on 8th Sept as as the author
suggests, this decision is in retrospect.  

 
 Advice provided by Michelle Pullen (Commercial Business Partner) on 15/09/2021.  Advice provided by Michelle Pullen (Commercial
Business Partner) on 28/09/2021. 

HR Advice: As outlined, the proposal seeks authorisation to accept £125k capacity building funding from the Ministry for Housing, Communities
and Local Government (MHCLG) to support the development of future Levelling Up Fund bid applications for the Nottingham City area. 

 
The proposal seeks to use this funding for existing Council staff, where appropriate, to prepare funding bids for the North Nottingham
parliamentary constituency and to revise any bids submitted in the first round if they are not successful. 

 
The decision, if approved, also seeks authorisation to use a proportion of this funding to engage external consultants, when this may be
required, to provide specialist, expert advice that is not currently available at the Council. Any time to create, evaluate and recruit to
such posts could directly impact timescales in preparing funding bids therefore this is not a practical solution, however it is
acknowledged that, where possible, internal Council staff will be engaged to advise and provide support where capacity allows. 

 
Management should also consider the current budget controls and recruitment freeze that is place. 
 Advice provided by Sheena Yadav-Staples (HR Consultant) on 21/09/2021. 

Procurement Advice: If any procurement exercises for external consultants arise as a consquence of spending the funds then procurement colleagues will
assist with them to ensure compliance with our Contract Procdure Rules, Financial Regulations and value for money. Advice provided
by Paul Ritchie (Procurement Manager) on 23/09/2021. 

Signatures: David Mellen (Leader/ PH Strategic Regeneration Communications) 

SIGNED and Dated: 05/11/2021 
Rebecca Langton (PH Skills, Growth and Economic Development) 

SIGNED and Dated: 19/11/2021 
Sajeeda Rose (Corporate Director of Growth & City Development) 

SIGNED and Dated: 19/11/2021 
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