
Nottingham City Council Delegated Decision

Reference Number: 2916
Author: Adrienne Kelly
Department: Commercial and Operations
Contact: Adrienne Kelly

 (Job Title: Business Development Manager, Email: adrienne.kelly@nottinghamcity.gov.uk, Phone: 01158764970)

Subject: European Capital of Culture 2023 Bid 

Total Value: £50,000 (Type: Revenue) 

Decision Being Taken: To approve a contribution of £50,000 for the development of a potential bid by Nottingham's Strategic Cultural Partnership for
Nottingham to become the European Capital of Culture in 2023. 

  
To grant dispensation from Contract Procedure Rule 5.1.2, in accordance with Financial Regulation 3.29 to appoint and contribute
funding to marketing NG to be the host body for the management of the bid. 
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Reasons for the Decision(s) Nottingham Strategic Cultural Partnership (SCP) is co-ordinating the development of a bid submission for Nottingham to become
European Capital of Culture in 2023 to help deliver the aims and objectives identified in the recently completed Strategic Cultural
Framework.  Nottingham City Council (NCC) have been asked to be a founding partner alongside the University of
Nottingham and Nottingham Trent University and to commit equal amounts of funding to enable the development of the bid book
required for submission.  The initial contributing cost of the bid for NCC will be £50,000 - towards a total of £150,000
between NCC, the University of Nottingham, and Nottingham Trent University.  The initial bid deadline is late October
2017.  NCC is part of the project steering board which will consider the bid content in full once developed, particularly in light of
the current financial climate, with each founding partner able to determine whether a full bid should
proceed. Should Nottingham be shortlisted a further £25,000 could be requested from each organisation, although other
partners are being identified to contribute towards the final bid if submitted and the overall programme for the city. 

  
If it is agreed to submit a bid, and it is successful, it would be viewed as an investment in both the future of our residents and
Nottingham through the long term development of the city, helping to achieve a wide range of longer term social and economic
benefits.  It would provide a platform to grow the economy, the skills of our children and young people and it will be able to
bring greater life chances to our residents.   

  
Key community benefits could include promoting creative and cultural participation in all schools ensuring all pupils have a chance to
take part to help broaden their skills and opportunities.  It would also look at developing creative programmes which build
capacity and learning, giving our citizens the chance to experience opportunities both in their communities and through travelling into
Europe to become more active citizens and bringing new and exciting art and culture into communities using local spaces and involving
local residents. 

  
Based on previous bids the key economic benefits could include creative business generation through a large increase in
new creative business start up's in the run up to and within the European Capital of Culture year itself in Nottingham.  It could
create employment and assist with graduate and talent retention in the city.  Inward investment would benefit as NCC
expect to see a minimum of 150 new businesses being attracted into the city.  It is also estimated that being Capital of Culture in
2023 would increase the visitor economy by 25% in 2023, adding a net worth to the local visitor economy of over £150 million, with more
visitors generating significant footfall and related day visitor spending into the city's retail and leisure sectors.  

  
The city would have a greater opportunity to secure grants from a wide range of sources to support the programme, including the Big
Lottery, Arts Council England, Heritage Lottery Fund and research funding and from the Midlands Engine. As a bidding
city the reputation of the city could be boosted, both within the UK, Europe and wider, cementing Nottingham's reputation as a
destination City to visit and in supporting the economic and social benefit agenda.   

  
In 2013 Nottingham considered a bid for UK City of Culture status for 2017 (awarded to Hull) but concluded that instead it should
consider the option to bid to be the UK's European Capital of Culture in 2023 when the bidding process was announced. Since
then, the cultural sector has strengthened its leadership and advocacy role and invested in producing a 10 year Strategic Cultural
Framework for the city.    
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The next opportunity the UK has to be designated as European Capital of Culture is 2023 and the Department of Culture, Media and
Sport (DCMS) made the announcement just before Christmas that the UK would participate and would fulfill its obligation to host this
competition.    

  
It aims to make a step change in the cultural development of the city, supporting its growing economy and also invest in the skills of the
city's children and young people.  Individually and collectively all parties want to place Nottingham on the global map and
celebrate it as a welcoming, tolerant, open city which embraces difference and diversity to shape its future and build both its social and
business prosperity. 
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Other Options Considered: Not bidding was rejected as it would not give Nottingham the opportunity to become European Capital of Culture and use the
award to further the city's transformation and pre-eminence beyond the East Midlands 

Background Papers: None 

Published Works: None 

Affected Wards: Citywide 

Colleague / Councillor
Interests: 

None 

Dispensation from Financial
Regulations: 

Yes 

Consultations: Date: 22/03/2017 

Other City Council Bodies:Corporate Leadership Team 
The Corporate Leadership Team are supportive of submitting a bid 

Those not consulted are not directly affected by the decision. 

Crime and Disorder
Implications: 

None - the funding is to cover the development of the bid which will contain crime and disorder implications 

Equality: EIA not required. Reasons: The funding is to cover the development of the bid which in itself will contain a detailed EIA 

Social Value
Considerations: 

N/A 

Decision Type: Portfolio Holder 

Subject to Call In: Yes 

Call In Expiry date: 23/08/2017 
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Advice Sought: Legal, Finance, Procurement 

Legal Advice: This decision does not raise any significant legal issues. The value of the funding is below the applicable financial procurement
threshold. Further funding for additional services in connection with the Capital Of Culture bid should not be provided to Marketing NG
without considering the procurement implications. The City Council should put in place an agreement with Marketing NG to act as the
accountable body.  

Advice provided by Andrew James (Team Leader Contracts and Commercial) on 20/07/2017. 

Finance Advice: This decision seeks approval for the Council to contribute £50k towards the Nottingham Strategic Cultural Partnership.  This
expenditure will be resourced from corporate contingency as approved by Councillor Chapman on 13 July 2017. 

 
Marketing NG will be the accountable for overseeing the bid for Nottingham to become European Capital of Culture and to date
Nottingham Trent University and the University of Nottingham have committed comparable contributions as the Council.   

 
Dispensation from contract procedure rule 5.1.2 is required under financial regulation 3.29 for operational reasons in order to meet the
tight timescales in preparing and submiting the bid.  

 
Advice provided by Maria Balchin (Finance Analyst) on 19/07/2017. 

Procurement Advice: This decision seeks approval to grant dispensation from Contract Procedure Rule 5.1.2, in accordance with Financial Regulation 3.29, to
appoint Marketing NG to be the accountable body for the management of the bid. On the basis of this commission alone, if a
dispensation is granted, then the requirements of the contract procedure rules will be satisfied and there will be no significant
procurement concerns. It should be noted that any further funding for additional services in connection with the Capital Of Culture bid
should not be provided to Marketing NG without considering the procurement implications and additional advice can be provided on the
specifics should this situation arise. 

 
 
 Advice provided by Rosalie Parkin (Category Manager) on 02/08/2017. 

Signatures David Trimble (Portfolio Holder for Leisure and Culture) 

SIGNED and Dated: 11/08/2017 
Andrew Vaughan (Corporate Director Commercial and Operations) 

SIGNED and Dated: 10/08/2017 
Geoff Walker (Strategic Director Finance/CFO) - Dispensation from Financial Regulations 

SIGNED and Dated: 10/08/2017 
Chief Finance Officer's Comments: 
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