
Nottingham City Council Delegated Decision

Reference Number: 3136
Author: Robert Caswell
Department: Chief Executive's
Contact: Robert Caswell

 (Job Title: Programme Manager, Email: robert.caswell@nottinghamcity.gov.uk, Phone: 01158763408)

Subject: Approval of the Schools' Forum funding to progress the Schools Accessibility Programme for 2017/18 

Total Value: £200,000 (Type: Capital) 

Decision Being Taken: 1) To allocate Schools' Forum Funding for disability access works in schools, as prioritised by the Disability Access Group.
The projects for the 2017/18 programme are identified in appendix A.  

2) To appoint Design Services to support and deliver the Schools Accessibility Programme for 2017/18. 
3) To appoint a contractor through the use of the Nottingham City Council Design Services Minor Works Framework and Nottingham
City Homes to deliver the Schools Accessibility Programme for 2017/18.  

4) To appoint Morris Vermaport to replace the lift at Forest Fields Primary School using a dispensation from Contract Procedure Rule
5.1.1 in accordance with Financial Regulation 3.29 on operational grounds for the reasons set out in appendix B. 

5) To delegate authority to approve any future projects that are prioritised by the Disability Access Group and are within funding
envelope of £200k along with the appointment of Design Services and contractors as necessary to the Corporate Director Children and
Adults in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Business, Education and Skills. 
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Reasons for the Decision(s) The Dedicated Schools Grant funding approved by Schools' Forum has provided an opportunity to support both maintained and
academy schools to improve their accessibility. Funding of £200k has been approved for allocation to fund the 2017/18 Schools
Accessibility Programme. This programme of work will allow further works to be undertaken at schools that will improve their
accessibility for disabled children and / or with special educational needs.  

  
A number of schemes have been identified for the 2017/18 programme of works which are specified in appendix A. It is requested that
the proposed programme is approved to allow for the identified projects to be progressed. The programme of work has been generated
from consultation with the schools' Special Educational Needs Coordinators (SENCos), Occupational Therapists, Educational
Psychologists, the School Admissions Team and the Special Educational Needs Team. The schools identified in this report have been
prioritised by the Disability Access Group and the works are required to support current and new pupils within the school.  

  
The programme covers a broad range of projects from simple schemes to install ramps and adapt toilets to major work required to make
a school fully accessible. All of these works make a considerable difference to the care and education of children. Referrals for
adaptation work are child specific and are received throughout the year, and are generally required at short notice. Delegating the
authority to the Corporate  Director for Children and Adults in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Education, Employment
and Skills to approve future schemes, within this funding envelope will allow a timely response to future needs. These additional
schemes will be funded by the contingency that is identified in the Appendix A. 

  
Design Services will be engaged with and appointed to support and deliver the Schools Accessibility Programme and will include site
surveys, the compilation of project specifications and design proposals; they will also manage the work on site with the contractor. All
fees associated with the engagement of Design Services will be included within the specified approval total for each individual project
identified within the funding envelope.  

  
Design Services will utilise the Nottingham City Council Design Services Minor Works Framework (CPU 1245) and will also engage with
Nottingham City Homes to appoint a contractor for the Schools Accessibility Programme. All quotes received from the contractors will
be reviewed to ensure value for money. The Nottingham City Council Design Services Minor Works Framework offers a legally
compliant route for procuring this programme of work.  

  
Morris Vermaport Ltd hold the corporate contract for the Repairs and Maintenance of Lifts. Morris Vermaport have previously
been used to replace faulty lifts as they have represented best value therefore approval is sought to appoint Morris Vermaport Ltd to
replace rather than to repair the lift at Forest Fields Primary School. A dispensation from Contract Procedure Rule 5.1.1 under Finance
Regulation 3.29 on operational grounds is requested for the reasons set out in appendix B. 

Briefing notes documents: Appendix B - Morris Vermaport Ltd.docx, APPENDIX A.docx 
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Other Options Considered: 1. To do nothing. This option has been rejected as there is an identified need for the specified accessibility work to allow children with
disabilities and / or special educational need to access the school. 

2. To use an alternative framework, for example the Local Educational Partnership. This was rejected as the Schools Accessibility
projects are generally small and this route would not represent best value. 

Background Papers: None. 

Published Works: None.    

Affected Wards: Citywide 

Colleague / Councillor
Interests: 

None. 

Consultations: Those not consulted are not directly affected by the decision. 

Crime and Disorder
Implications: 

There are no crime and disorder implications. 

Equality: Please login to the system to view the EIA document: EIA Schools Accessibility 17-18 Programme 20180125.doc 

Social Value
Considerations: 

The EU threshold is not exceeded. 

Relates to Council Property
Assets: 

Yes 

Relates to Building
Services: 

Yes 

Decision Type: Portfolio Holder 

Subject to Call In: Yes 

Call In Expiry date: 01/05/2018 
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Advice Sought: Legal, Finance, Procurement, Equality and Diversity, Property, Building Services 

Legal Advice: This report does not raise any significant legal issues.  
 
Advice provided by Andrew James (Team Leader Contracts and Commercial) on 12/02/2018. 

Finance Advice: Revenue implications 
 
On 8 December 2016 Schools Forum approved the allocation of £0.200m for the financial year 2017/18 to fund school accessibility works
in schools and these works are to be funded from the high needs block in the Dedicated Schools Grant.   

 
Appendix A outlines the schools to be included in the list of schools accessibility works.  As the works will not be undertaken in the
financial year the funding was approved for the remaining balance at the end of the financial year 2017/18 will be returned to the
Statutory School Reserve and reallocated in the financial year 2018/19.  Any overspends on any particular projects will be the
responsibility of the school concerned. 

 
The £0.200m is reported as CERA (capital expenditure from the revenue account) on the S251 statement.  This expenditure line is not
subject to academy recoupment.  Academies and maintained schools have been included in the prioritisation of works.   

  
Advice provided by Julia Elizabeth Holmes (Finance Analyst) on 13/03/2018.  
 
 
 
 
A capital project already exists 'Access Improvements - Minor Schemes' (project number 13081). The capital project 13081 will be
amended following the approval of this decision and the funding to come from the high needs block in the Dedicated Schools Grant. 

 
Advice provided by Thomas Straw (Senior Accountant - Capital) on 13/03/2018 

Procurement Advice: There are no direct procurement concerns with this decision. Using an existing compliantly awarded framework (on the understanding
that all works are called off in accordance with the provisions set out in that framework); Nottingham City Homes (previously advised by
Legal Services as satisfying the criteria for a Teckal exemption to Public Contracts Regulations); and granting the dispensation to
appoint the lift contractor directly; are all acceptable means to satisfy Contract Procedure Rules. The Procurement Team will be
available to advise should any further procurement activity become necessary.  

 
Advice provided by Jonathan Whitmarsh (Lead Procurement Officer) on 12/02/2018. 
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Building Services Advice: There are no significant concerns with the decision being sought and Building Services are supporting this project. 
It should be noted that the Council are seeking to balance the accountability for buildings sitting with building managers alongside the
technical and professional input of the Building Services team and all Property/Building Managers (and Budget Holders) are asked to
direct works through the Building Services team. 

 
Building Services will support projects with technical skills as well as undertaking the make or buy assessment. Projects that involve
architectural design, quantity surveying, CDM, structural or construction project management services - should be discussed as early
as possible, and where the choice is to buy, Building Services will advise as necessary and access contractors/consultants via
approved procurement routes.  

 
Advice provided by Asaad Raoof (Design Services Manager) on 07/03/2018. 

Equality and Diversity
Advice: 

The proposal provides opportunities for equality of opportunity for disabled children and young people to achieve improved educational
outcomes and supports the Council meeting its Public Sector Equality Duty. The aim to consult with a variety of expertise will be crucial
to ensure that the investment is fully realised.  

 
Advice provided by Adisa Djan (Equalities and Diversity Consultant) on 26/01/2018. 

Property Advice: Property support this work to improve access to NCC owned Schools.  
 
Advice provided by Peter Taylor (Senior Surveyor) on 07/03/2018. 

Signatures Sam Webster (PH for Business, Education and Skills) 

SIGNED and Dated: 23/04/2018 
Alison Michalska (Corporate Director for Children and Adults) 

SIGNED and Dated: 20/04/2018 
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