
Nottingham City Council Delegated Decision

Reference Number: 3189
Author: Ghazala Mumtaz
Department: Strategy and Resources
Contact: Ghazala Mumtaz

 (Job Title: Commissioing Manager, Email: ghazala.mumtaz@nottinghamcity.gov.uk, Phone: 62342)

Subject: Transport of bodies contract 

Total Value: £160,000 (Type: Revenue) 

Decision Being Taken: To note that a procurement exercise has been undertaken to establish a framework of providers for the transport of dead bodies,
which commenced in April 2018 for a 2 year period. 

To delegate authority to the Director of HR and Customer to award and sign contracts with the chosen framework
providers.  

Reasons for the Decision(s) When someone dies and the death is referred to HM Coroner, a decision is made whether the death can be registered on the doctor's
medical certificate or whether further investigation is required. They would then be transferred to Nottingham University Hospital
Mortuary for examination or investigation. The current provider notified the Council under the terms of their contract that
they would no longer be able to provide this service from the end of March 2018. A procurement process has been carried out in
accordance with corporate requirements to put in place a framework agreement with three providers for up to 2 years for the
transport of bodies service. 

Other Options Considered: Allow either the police, East Midlands Ambulance Service or the family to choose a Funeral Director on scene. This
was not considered a viable option as in the past it has led to variable service and escalating costs. 

Do nothing - this was not considered a viable option due to the need to secure best value and certainty on costs, and to set out clear
service level requirements. 

Background Papers: None 
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Published Works: None 

Affected Wards: Citywide 

Colleague / Councillor
Interests: 

None 

Consultations: Those not consulted are not directly affected by the decision. 

Crime and Disorder
Implications: 

No specific Crime and Disorder implications 

Equality: EIA not required. Reasons: No change to service already undertaken. 

Social Value
Considerations: 

N/A 

Decision Type: Portfolio Holder 

Subject to Call In: No 

The call-in procedure does not apply to the proposed decision because the delay likely to be caused by the call in process would
seriously prejudice the Council's or the public's interests. The Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee (or Vice-Chair) in his/her
absence has been consulted and agreed both that the decision proposed is reasonable in all circumstances and that it should be treated
as a matter of urgency. 

Person Consulted: N/A 
Consultation Date: 31/05/2018 
In accordance with paragraph 14(a) of the Call-in Procedure Rules detailed in Part 4 of the Council's Constitution, this decision cannot
be subject to call-in as it was already been implemented prior to being signed and published. 

Advice Sought: Legal, Finance, Procurement 
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Legal Advice: The proposals in this report raise no significant legal issues and are supported. 
 
A procurement process has been undertaken to establish a framework of 3 providers to deliver services for the transport of dead bodies
upon instructions from the Council as and when required. 

 
Legal services has supported the process with procurement colleagues and appropriate contractual arrangements have been put in
place.  

 
Advice provided by Dionne Claire Screaton (Solicitor) on 15/03/2018. 

Finance Advice: This decision seeks approval to award the transport of bodies contract for a period of up to 2 years: a framework of 3 providers has
already been identified through the tendering exercise.  

 
The total value of this decision is £160k for the 2 year period, commencing 01st April 2018. The cost can be met from existing budget
provisions within the Coroner's Service and as incorporated within the MTFP. 

 
It should also be noted that the full cost of providing the Coroner's Service, and therefore this part of that service, is shared equally
between the City Council and Nottinghamshire County Council.  

 
Advice provided by Hayley Mason (Strategic Finance Business Partner) on 03/04/2018. 

Procurement Advice: The tendering exercise has already been carried out and this repoort is asking for the authority to award the contract, procurement fully
supports the recommendations of this report. Advice provided by Paul Ritchie (Lead Procurement Officer) on 13/03/2018. 

Signatures Graham Chapman (PH for Finance, Resources and Commercial Services) 

SIGNED and Dated: 18/06/2018 
Candida Brudenell (Corporate Director for Strategy and Resources) 

SIGNED and Dated: 05/06/2018 

Reference Number: 3189, Page No: 3 of 3


